
For the first time in 13 years, Dr. Mufaddal Hamadeh was walking through the streets of Damascus without fearing arrest.

Long barred from the country because of his humanitarian work, he recently returned to his homeland on a mission to help
rebuild the country’s shattered health care system.
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Chicago-area doctor returns to native Syria to revive war-torn nation's ailing
health system
Dr. Mufaddal Hamadeh is leading e�orts to rebuild Syria’s devastated medical infrastructure, working with the Syrian American Medical Society to

deliver urgent care and train local health care workers.

By  Rafaela Jinich   Feb 17, 2025, 12:22pm CST

Dr. Mufaddal Hamadeh, president of the Syrian American Medical Society, works at A�liated Oncologists in Orland Park. Pat Nabong/Sun-Times
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Now back in Chicago, Hamadeh, an oncologist, had been in Syria on a mission with the Syrian American Medical Society to
deliver urgent care and help rebuild hospitals in war-torn regions.

“Syria’s medical system is in ruins,” Hamadeh said last week . “Years of war, corruption and sanctions have left hospitals without
even the most basic supplies.”

Over the past decade, Syria’s medical infrastructure has been in shambles due to years of conflict, government mismanagement
and international sanctions. Hospitals lack essential supplies like oxygen, fuel and basic medications, leaving millions without
adequate care.

SAMS, founded by Syrian American doctors in response to the country’s civil war, has expanded into an international nonprofit
providing critical medical aid. On this latest mission, which ran from Jan. 24 to Feb. 9, Hamadeh and a team of 22 doctors —
many from Chicago — worked to deliver urgent care, repair hospital infrastructure and train health care workers.

For Hamadeh, this mission was deeply personal. Born in Syria, he moved to Chicago as a child and then returned to Syria for 20
years. He completed his medical training in Damascus before relocating back to the U.S.

Dr. Mufaddal Hamadeh, president of the Syrian American Medical Society Pat Nabong/Sun-Times

0:250:25 // 0:300:30

Skip Ad

2/19/25, 4:27 PM Syrian doctor in Chicago returns to revive war-torn nation's health system - Chicago Sun-Times

https://chicago.suntimes.com/health/2025/02/17/syria-rebuilding-doctor-returns-damascus-health-care-medical-association 2/7

https://legal.yahoo.com/us/en/yahoo/privacy/adinfo/index.html


But he was unable to go back to Syria after that — his work with the Syrian American Medical Society prevented him from
returning for more than a decade due to restrictions on humanitarian workers imposed by the Syrian government.

With the collapse in December of the oppressive regime of Bashar al-Assad, that all changed. Wandering free in Damascus was
“an overwhelming experience,” said Hamadeh, who practices in Orland Park and lives in Chicago.

“For the first time in 13 years, I felt a sense of freedom and hope,” Hamadeh said. “One of the most emotional moments was
returning to Damascus University, where I studied medicine 42 years ago. It reinforced my commitment to SAMS and to
rebuilding Syria’s health care system.”

The team performed surgeries, helped treat trauma patients and set up training programs for Syrian medical professionals. They
also launched new programs in oncology and cardiovascular care to address long-neglected needs.

“We conducted cardiac catheterizations and provided stents for patients who had been waiting months — some even years —
for proper treatment,” Hamadeh said.

Syria’s health system has been battered by years of armed conflict, and public health concerns are escalating amid the crisis,
according to the World Health Organization. With more than 16.7 million Syrians in need of assistance, the country’s
deteriorating health care infrastructure is failing to meet even the most basic medical needs.

RELATED

With Assad out, we owe it to Syria to help rebuild

Many hospitals in government-controlled areas require extensive aid, as these regions have received far less international
support compared with northern Syria.

Hospitals in Aleppo, Hama, Homs and Damascus benefited from emergency aid, while Syrian medical students received hands-
on training in specialized procedures. SAMS also set up simulation labs to teach critical care techniques.

Dr. Mufaddal Hamadeh and his team of SAMS doctors during their mission in Syria, where they trained local physicians. Provided
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“We found that areas under regime control needed significantly more help than the north and northwest, which we were already
assisting,” said Hamadeh. “This mission was medical, but we are also working to expand our efforts into recently liberated
areas.”

While SAMS focuses on immediate medical relief, the long-term goal is to establish permanent health care centers across Syria,
particularly in recently liberated areas with little access to care. However, funding challenges pose a major hurdle.

“USAID funding is currently suspended, and overall international aid has been declining,” Hamadeh said. “We are working on
securing other sources, but continued support is crucial.”

Despite these challenges, he remains hopeful.

“The people of Syria, especially young doctors and medical students, need to know they are not alone,” Hamadeh said. “Through
SAMS, we are not only delivering aid but helping rebuild a health care system that can sustain future generations.”
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CITY HALL

Johnson's $830 million bond issue stalls in City Council
Ald. Bill Conway and Ald. Anthony Beale teamed up to delay the vote on the bond issue for one meeting. Conway

has complained about the size of the borrowing as well as its �nancing structure, which saddles Chicago taxpayers

with $2 billion in added costs.

By Fran Spielman  Feb 19, 2025, 3:06pm CST

POLITICS

Pritzker unveils $55.2 billion budget with no new taxes, compares Trump playbook to the Nazi
movement
The Democratic governor also peppered his seventh budget blueprint — which Republicans derided as the largest in

state history — with key policy proposals for the upcoming �scal year.

By Tina Sfondeles ,  Mitchell Armentrout , and 1 more  Feb 19, 2025, 3:06pm CST

THE WATCHDOGS

Pritzker proposes crackdown on crypto ATMs to address scams, money-laundering
The governor is expected to use his State of the State address to pitch legislation to establish a daily limit for

transactions on crypto ATMs, cap fees to “prevent predatory charges,” and require receipts showing the dollar value

of digital assets and any fees collected.

By Tom Schuba  and  Frank Main  Feb 19, 2025, 2:43pm CST

NBA

LaVar Ball, father of Bulls guard Lonzo Ball, undergoes foot amputation: report
The Ball family has not commented on LaVar’s health issues, TMZ reported.

By Sun-Times staff  Feb 19, 2025, 2:40pm CST

ENVIRONMENT

City drinking water closeness to sewer lines poses concerns, watchdog warns
Chicago’s Inspector General says that sewer lines are too close to water mains, a problem the city has known about

since 2019.

By Brett Chase  Feb 19, 2025, 2:25pm CST

About Us •  Newsletters •  Get Home Delivery •  Work With Us •  Media Kit •  Terms of Use •  Privacy Notice •  Cookie Policy •  Terms of Sale 

©  2025 CHICAGO SUN-TIMES MEDIA ,  INC .

0:250:25 // 0:300:30

Skip Ad

2/19/25, 4:27 PM Syrian doctor in Chicago returns to revive war-torn nation's health system - Chicago Sun-Times

https://chicago.suntimes.com/health/2025/02/17/syria-rebuilding-doctor-returns-damascus-health-care-medical-association 7/7

https://chicago.suntimes.com/city-hall
https://chicago.suntimes.com/city-hall/2025/02/19/mayor-brandon-johnsons-bond-issue-stalled-city-council-economic-development
https://chicago.suntimes.com/authors/fran-spielman
https://chicago.suntimes.com/politics
https://chicago.suntimes.com/politics/2025/02/19/jb-pritzker-budget-address-state-of-the-state
https://chicago.suntimes.com/politics/2025/02/19/jb-pritzker-budget-address-state-of-the-state
https://chicago.suntimes.com/authors/tina-sfondeles
https://chicago.suntimes.com/authors/mitchell-armentrout
https://chicago.suntimes.com/the-watchdogs
https://chicago.suntimes.com/the-watchdogs/2025/02/19/pritzker-crackdown-crypto-atms-scams-money-laundering
https://chicago.suntimes.com/authors/tom-schuba
https://chicago.suntimes.com/authors/frank-main
https://chicago.suntimes.com/nba
https://chicago.suntimes.com/nba/2025/02/19/lavar-ball-father-of-bulls-guard-lonzo-ball-undergoes-foot-amputation-report
https://chicago.suntimes.com/authors/sun-times-staff
https://chicago.suntimes.com/environment
https://chicago.suntimes.com/environment/2025/02/19/chicago-drinking-water-threat-sewer-boil-orders-watchdog-report
https://chicago.suntimes.com/authors/brett-chase
https://chicago.suntimes.com/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/about
https://newsletter-hub.suntimes.com/
https://suntimesdeal.com/welcome
https://www.wbez.org/careers
https://marketing.suntimes.com/media-kit
https://chicago.suntimes.com/legal/terms-of-use
https://chicago.suntimes.com/legal/privacy-notice
https://chicago.suntimes.com/legal/cookie-policy
https://chicago.suntimes.com/pages/terms-of-sale
https://chicagopublicmedia.org/
https://chicagopublicmedia.org/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/city-hall/2025/02/19/mayor-brandon-johnsons-bond-issue-stalled-city-council-economic-development
https://chicago.suntimes.com/politics/2025/02/19/jb-pritzker-budget-address-state-of-the-state
https://chicago.suntimes.com/the-watchdogs/2025/02/19/pritzker-crackdown-crypto-atms-scams-money-laundering
https://chicago.suntimes.com/nba/2025/02/19/lavar-ball-father-of-bulls-guard-lonzo-ball-undergoes-foot-amputation-report
https://chicago.suntimes.com/environment/2025/02/19/chicago-drinking-water-threat-sewer-boil-orders-watchdog-report

