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Chicago-area doctor returns to native Syria to revive war-torn nation's ailing
health system

Dr. Mufaddal Hamadeh is leading efforts to rebuild Syria’s devastated medical infrastructure, working with the Syrian American Medical Society to

deliver urgent care and train local health care workers.
By Rafaela Jinich | Feb 17,2025, 12:22pm CST

-

>

y

Dr. Mufaddal Hamadeh, president of the Syrian American Medical Society, works at Affiliated Oncologists in Orland Park. | Pat Nabong
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Now back in Chicago, Hamadeh, an oncologist, had been in Syria on a mission with the Syrian American Medical Society to
deliver urgent care and help rebuild hospitals in war-torn regions.
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“Syria’s medical system is in ruins,” Hamadeh said last week . “Years of war, corruption and sanctions have left hospitals without
even the most basic supplies.”

Over the past decade, Syria’s medical infrastructure has been in shambles due to years of conflict, government mismanagement
and international sanctions. Hospitals lack essential supplies like oxygen, fuel and basic medications, leaving millions without
adequate care.

SAMS, founded by Syrian American doctors in response to the country’s civil war, has expanded into an international nonprofit
providing critical medical aid. On this latest mission, which ran from Jan. 24 to Feb. 9, Hamadeh and a team of 22 doctors —
many from Chicago — worked to deliver urgent care, repair hospital infrastructure and train health care workers.

Dr. Mufaddal Hamadeh, president of the Syrian American Medical Society | Pat Nabong/Sun-Times

For Hamadeh, this mission was deeply personal. Born in Syria, he moved to Chicago as a child and then returned to Syria for 20
years. He completed his medical training in Damascus before relocating back to the U.S.
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But he was unable to go back to Syria after that — his work with the Syrian American Medical Society prevented him from
returning for more than a decade due to restrictions on humanitarian workers imposed by the Syrian government.

With the collapse in December of the oppressive regime of Bashar al-Assad, that all changed. Wandering free in Damascus was
“an overwhelming experience,” said Hamadeh, who practices in Orland Park and lives in Chicago.

“For the first time in 13 years, | felt a sense of freedom and hope,” Hamadeh said. “One of the most emotional moments was
returning to Damascus University, where | studied medicine 42 years ago. It reinforced my commitment to SAMS and to
rebuilding Syria’s health care system.”

Dr. Mufaddal Hamadeh and his team of SAMS doctors during their mission in Syria, where they trained local physicians. | Provided

The team performed surgeries, helped treat trauma patients and set up training programs for Syrian medical professionals. They
also launched new programs in oncology and cardiovascular care to address long-neglected needs.

“We conducted cardiac catheterizations and provided stents for patients who had been waiting months — some even years —
for proper treatment,” Hamadeh said.

Syria’s health system has been battered by years of armed conflict, and public health concerns are escalating amid the crisis,
according to the World Health Organization. With more than 16.7 million Syrians in need of assistance, the country’s
deteriorating health care infrastructure is failing to meet even the most basic medical needs.

RELATED

With Assad out, we owe it to Syria to help rebuild

Many hospitals in government-controlled areas require extensive aid, as these regions
support compared with northern Syria.

Hospitals in Aleppo, Hama, Homs and Damascus benefited from emergency aid, while Syrian medical students received hands-
on training in specialized procedures. SAMS also set up simulation labs to teach critical care techniques.
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“We found that areas under regime control needed significantly more help than the north and northwest, which we were already
assisting,” said Hamadeh. “This mission was medical, but we are also working to expand our efforts into recently liberated
areas.”

While SAMS focuses on immediate medical relief, the long-term goal is to establish permanent health care centers across Syria,
particularly in recently liberated areas with little access to care. However, funding challenges pose a major hurdle.

“‘USAID funding is currently suspended, and overall international aid has been declining,” Hamadeh said. “We are working on
securing other sources, but continued support is crucial.”

Despite these challenges, he remains hopeful.
“The people of Syria, especially young doctors and medical students, need to know they are not alone,” Hamadeh said. “Through
SAMS, we are not only delivering aid but helping rebuild a health care system that can sustain future generations.”
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City drinking water closeness to sewer lines poses concerns, watchdog warns

SUV driver charged with reckless homicide after collision with Metra Electric Line train in South Chicago

LATEST STORIES

https://chicago.suntimes.com/health/2025/02/17/syria-rebuilding-doctor-returns-damascus-health-care-medical-association 57


https://chicago.suntimes.com/news
https://chicago.suntimes.com/politics/2025/02/19/social-security-chief-contradicts-trump-musk-claims-millions-dead-getting-payouts
https://chicago.suntimes.com/city-hall/2025/02/19/mayor-brandon-johnsons-bond-issue-stalled-city-council-economic-development
https://chicago.suntimes.com/politics/2025/02/19/jb-pritzker-budget-address-state-of-the-state
https://chicago.suntimes.com/the-watchdogs/2025/02/19/pritzker-crackdown-crypto-atms-scams-money-laundering
https://chicago.suntimes.com/environment/2025/02/19/chicago-drinking-water-threat-sewer-boil-orders-watchdog-report
https://chicago.suntimes.com/crime/2025/02/19/driver-charged-reckless-homicide-collision-metra-electric-line-train-south-chicago
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)

2/19/25,4:27 PM Syrian doctor in Chicago returns to revive war-torn nation's health system - Chicago Sun-Times

Lonzo Ball explains his loyalty and giving Bulls a hometown discount

New Social Security chief contradicts Trump, Musk claims that millions of dead people are getting payouts

Seth Jones talking with Blackhawks about trade possibility: 'l would like to give myself a chance to win'

Cubs' Shota Imanaga thanks predecessors before making Opening Day history with Dodgers' Yoshinobu Yamamoto

As White Sox camp gets rolling, a 'more confident' Chris Getz convinced he made right hire in Will Venable

Sponsored Content

Elon Musk is Amazon Is Losing How to get people Seniors Can Now
failing to cut... Money as... to resign Fly Business Cla...
The Economist Online Shopping Tools The Economist Online Shopping Tools

Trump's move
against Fauci
causes public...
JPost

Extra-Large
Headed Human
Species Found in...

[ Py

Elon Musk Insults Travis Kelce with
Inappropriate Comment about Taylo...

TMSPN

THE LATEST

https://chicago.suntimes.com/health/2025/02/17/syria-rebuilding-doctor-returns-damascus-health-care-medical-association

6/7


https://chicago.suntimes.com/bulls/2025/02/19/lonzo-ball-explains-loyalty-giving-bulls-hometown-discount
https://chicago.suntimes.com/politics/2025/02/19/social-security-chief-contradicts-trump-musk-claims-millions-dead-getting-payouts
https://chicago.suntimes.com/blackhawks/2025/02/19/seth-jones-blackhawks-nhl-trade-deadline-chance-to-win
https://chicago.suntimes.com/cubs/2025/02/19/cubs-shota-imanaga-thanks-predecessors-before-making-opening-day-history-with-dodgers-yoshinobu-yamamoto
https://chicago.suntimes.com/white-sox/2025/02/19/as-camp-gets-rolling-a-more-confident-chris-getz-convinced-he-made-right-hire-in-will-venable
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2025/02/12/elon-musk-is-failing-to-cut-american-spending?utm_campaign=a.24uspolitics_fy2425_q4_conversion-cbdr-sub_prospecting_nam-usca_direct_all-devices&utm_medium=digital-display.external-content.pd&utm_source=outbrain-outbrain&utm_content=conversion.content.non-subscriber.content_staticnative_np-americanspending-n-feb_na-na_sub_1x1_na_na_na&utm_term=sa.all&utm_id=ouq41252&OutbrainClickId=$ob_click_id$&ob_cvr_pixel_domain=economist.com&obOrigUrl=true
https://cos-rd.com/19/12457?source=$publisher_name$&postback=$ob_click_id$&publisher=$section_name$&creative=00090735e81240dcea6447b591113743c8&campaign=0024bf1e44c5415ac0687d6f080ceb7dd1&popup=1&uxid=ob&ec=0&ux=logo&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.economist.com/business/2025/02/13/how-to-get-people-to-resign?utm_campaign=a.io_fy2425_q4_conversion-cbdr-sub_prospecting_nam-usca_direct_all-devices&utm_medium=digital-display.external-content.pd&utm_source=outbrain-outbrain&utm_content=conversion.content.non-subscriber.content_staticnative_np-peopleresign-n-feb_na-na_article_1x1_na_na_na&utm_term=sa.allv2&utm_id=ouq41254&OutbrainClickId=$ob_click_id$&ob_cvr_pixel_domain=economist.com&obOrigUrl=true
https://cos-rd.com/19/14714?param1=543&source=$publisher_name$&postback=$ob_click_id$&publisher=$section_name$&creative=00b78d6e745e7e6f3e013a378a41f7118d&campaign=0092eb0ad4a5ae91c6b4a2fe27dc88cdde&popup=1&uxid=ob&ec=0&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.jpost.com/international/article-839842?utm_source=$publisher_id$&utm_medium=obbow&utm_campaign=00f95d32831c7bc842c82dd743f738d2f2&utm_adtitle=Trump%27s+move+against+Fauci+causes+public+uproar&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.jpost.com/science/science-around-the-world/article-831441?utm_source=$publisher_id$&utm_medium=obbow&utm_campaign=0090c54f16640b6f1224ea5ee3cb9c1a6e&utm_adtitle=Extra-Large+Headed+Human+Species+Found+in+China%27s+Woodlands&obOrigUrl=true
https://tmspn.com/elon-musk-insults-travis-kelce-and-makes-shocking-comment-about-taylor-swift-following-harris-endorsement/?utm_source=$publisher_id$&utm_medium=obbow&utm_campaign=0062ed6ca2e85ee53dc8fa44b91fa53e8f&utm_adtitle=Elon+Musk+Insults+Travis+Kelce+with+Inappropriate+Comment+about+Taylor+Swift&obOrigUrl=true
http://d.adroll.com/click/?adroll_insertion_id=724773cc11223b1792ae8b3b37c7dff3&adroll_pixalate_click_url=https%3A//adrta.com/c%3Fclid%3Dar%26paid%3Dar%26avid%3DJ7RAQCXDYNBPBITM6MP5KM%26caid%3DSA2XHX7WEVD4PKUDMPNHAA%26plid%3DYN3AMTIRSBHF3AE4MBQHDU%26siteId%3Dchicago.suntimes.com%26kv1%3D300x250%26publisherId%3Dpub-5905948103615127%26kv2%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fchicago.suntimes.com%252fhealth%252f2025%252f02%252f17%252fsyria-rebuilding-doctor-returns-damascus-health-care-medical-association%26kv3%3D1debdc2d7697f57dbdb3557421c13533%26kv4%3D70.34.134.0%26kv7%3DBA%26kv10%3D%5BISP%5D%26kv11%3D8216936177206474813916700092988780382%26kv18%3D%26kv19%3D%5BDevice_ID%5D%26kv24%3DDesktop&adroll_ad_payload=__HIBFQBkwHFBEHIBD0AAcVUzW_cRBRfO6ESSoWglEhwigRCSNS7_p51ISp2NtvdJPuRpEmTCrDGnrHX7foj_kjYHlBRUSUk6IUvKRxA0BMH6KGCHlEyCCie5YIEB1T-AE4IpEhAEd624VSq3rDkN5qf3nvzfu_9Zq6XnmPJ5PKquFwXu0Bt15vdNmgry7VuY22MTMr1Jb3T6dSW5ozZWgvML88vASCOk8n1tqS3TjSXlo1GXdJn5Zax2KitHCJbvTSNkqOVit3zbOiG5SQLUs_HSdkO_UoPw37aq4i8qFR4sSKASjKIPcjF2Mq8PvICl0OhnYZxgaRZHCQcgj5M7CzhboVyNowx52NUJO9zMElC24OpFwaPfsk09o9OoJ9wWQLLAU5HdfRRjAMOBojzYYrjoIi8XcixLPXNJMxiG09DFIf9_pMjZJQ_86cj6CEOeUnUh4ObuA39AnOD6bslvelZIP403sSxG-PC7a7-ENnptKuPPiNI-1FLVVsrTr3dbjfE2unTUSJ2elt8t6ufRQm31ciSlXSTHxi2NOdtbHZ6nbMQzrbWBdNpIGsAGnLvpLwgRslc0wgl0-f66erAWGuIKzMzznIw4wSbi64aqpqSyULbWNHkwXwf4M0It5VEnoWgGT9GJufAkr44s1Zbbxtdo3mipba6ynyrWihFF9caa-Dk7GpN7s6v1FrddkPXjw5Lj_x86lnykNWH9hnTCl8yo9izi3nWvzrEXr--9-7e5b8vf_r-pXdu_HJx95OD8zvPD0vMMw_2drLtYrYYJiknoPyV4cavE2F-nkzOgOPNVVnVxfaqIRha2FzYyBbd_FXC4iB_jRy-k7ryi-T-FiwOTcOkl28TtqPn7w3dz04t5B_8R8SHpfySnn-zHcUhyuyRjvJr5ClekBRNcWReq8oOqFZFhceKo6hQkJAEQRVAFQGFR_m3P46_OSytvrA3HD__9NWR-TzPC8IXPtr57ofd3y-ce2ufcE5JKf_j-7Fz-Z8j89fI3HibL2tilTJjhLEoc4hMAL4syWWh-HnKPE6mZKVqKw5SJcfSFE0C0ILVqiNpIhQcR7BlyjxxL04KOdjDAxcGZ-GINWW0O7eDMsdI3Tiumzoy_9Wuua9ds9Cuua9d85Z2TRy4fS_pmZp5Ggbm6F5PcVMncUFHJ4ejzOIUjVc0uSrwkioogggos7hLGUTG0simjHd7PUNKlAnIlICwhWwRAVUDjgKQhSxJUYAsCnYxE0mizOs7lHnjf3tlKPMbYRBl1wr1ituUXScPJBtR5pqbwBQVU5Qoe2qXsi_evA6U9YdM5eoVym4MSweYLyj7Mqm40Peh6fmF4iIcFy9KFGF0hNPKiiyJ4IhQ5rWC7RFOKAuKWFUpe45MCGVFFSUZc3yx__oeusReK4oY_lR62ON4Hsm8CrAFLCjIahXR8YVdet_HZKLgDmMXp0U76IGFMXqgd-eJ_QPEDORPu9twAJ8qNrNiVQ&adroll_subnetwork=r&cpm=Z7ZaTAALUugJlODQADwtjB7j_HsWRBzpcqkbhg&adroll_network=g&desturl=https%3A//sams-usa.net/children-and-maternal-health/%3Futm_source%3Dadroll%26utm_medium%3Dpaid-display%26utm_campaign%3Dchildren-and-maternal-health%26utm_term%3Devergreen-children-and-maternal-health%26adct%3DgAAAAABntlpMt3wComy283x-hjxRGVd_rcLFp4V2VbpSwO6kWfL_99wCVl9vbXwFsjsBE2bADFpvdMNFNZTvzv8WQoxP6ngMiOUfAbS4aSo4ArFhw6SDE2ZMqDYSsgQlnjZTUEz5juJ7&clickurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DC6Wb8TFq2Z-ilLdDB0_wPjNvw0QHq3Mr5XLbvqsNNwI23ARABIABgyYb_h_Cj7BKCARdjYS1wdWItNTkwNTk0ODEwMzYxNTEyN8gBCeACAKgDAcgDAqoEmgNP0EjtzZmOa9TJmSN327ZR8V11jxd7wbE9X9zVaOqxO01NPmgWK8cx6cjcjTXzsxtxCoLOQyTUM3MFZhgIdv9-bWZ7g3aLJuHLmjjUiXie-L7NCOfch73ebhXpqvVL0NoG3eebJ_zCkEQeipSMJgtATgB87aY0nnYJ5eP-RTeWbJRT91sM-GB0O3_qHpLgAlBjRpLYnM2z2EH8XZ-uQ0ctkrqEv2VLtSR2A-zOxJ1vhLRrUK_iS70AuuZPiAS_74yWbaCd3mJqyFIBPdL_Iu28apnA9HrDUM2cigd8pJy0jA4jQWVvTTTV6YvUXYXXMIf2EsFgHKfu7satsv5xe4B1T1uan8zheyQKHLClAxXMPy6CAr8yI0FDYpOdKb1guOb3fT2GHz_mmJ8GnfgG-XkxqXlz30XTPc-dpRm6LPwTp6BKR8sVKVfm1K8zM1427xrKfqJcFgPmvIp288jXCeR3QaRQQaH_I0-KIbA_NYpjYd81OyoOnk4q-DglQ6J12c-FliefpDYfwL4RS5LsnucxVmJiuaVEB_WdeeAEAYAGlamQy4yy5vD4AaAGIagHpr4bqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB62-sQLYBwDSCCQIgGEQATICigI6C4BAgMCAgICgqIACSL39wTpYiM7x2uPQiwP6CwIIAYAMAeINEwigkPLa49CLAxXQ4JQJHYwtPBrqDRMIrID12uPQiwMV0OCUCR2MLTwa0BUBgBcBshcCGAw%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_39VtGJQU2BFWmCOFi37XTiZpxkRg%26client%3Dca-pub-5905948103615127%26adurl%3D
http://d.adroll.com/click/?adroll_insertion_id=724773cc11223b1792ae8b3b37c7dff3&adroll_pixalate_click_url=https%3A//adrta.com/c%3Fclid%3Dar%26paid%3Dar%26avid%3DJ7RAQCXDYNBPBITM6MP5KM%26caid%3DSA2XHX7WEVD4PKUDMPNHAA%26plid%3DYN3AMTIRSBHF3AE4MBQHDU%26siteId%3Dchicago.suntimes.com%26kv1%3D300x250%26publisherId%3Dpub-5905948103615127%26kv2%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fchicago.suntimes.com%252fhealth%252f2025%252f02%252f17%252fsyria-rebuilding-doctor-returns-damascus-health-care-medical-association%26kv3%3D1debdc2d7697f57dbdb3557421c13533%26kv4%3D70.34.134.0%26kv7%3DBA%26kv10%3D%5BISP%5D%26kv11%3D8216936177206474813916700092988780382%26kv18%3D%26kv19%3D%5BDevice_ID%5D%26kv24%3DDesktop&adroll_ad_payload=__HIBFQBkwHFBEHIBD0AAcVUzW_cRBRfO6ESSoWglEhwigRCSNS7_p51ISp2NtvdJPuRpEmTCrDGnrHX7foj_kjYHlBRUSUk6IUvKRxA0BMH6KGCHlEyCCie5YIEB1T-AE4IpEhAEd624VSq3rDkN5qf3nvzfu_9Zq6XnmPJ5PKquFwXu0Bt15vdNmgry7VuY22MTMr1Jb3T6dSW5ozZWgvML88vASCOk8n1tqS3TjSXlo1GXdJn5Zax2KitHCJbvTSNkqOVit3zbOiG5SQLUs_HSdkO_UoPw37aq4i8qFR4sSKASjKIPcjF2Mq8PvICl0OhnYZxgaRZHCQcgj5M7CzhboVyNowx52NUJO9zMElC24OpFwaPfsk09o9OoJ9wWQLLAU5HdfRRjAMOBojzYYrjoIi8XcixLPXNJMxiG09DFIf9_pMjZJQ_86cj6CEOeUnUh4ObuA39AnOD6bslvelZIP403sSxG-PC7a7-ENnptKuPPiNI-1FLVVsrTr3dbjfE2unTUSJ2elt8t6ufRQm31ciSlXSTHxi2NOdtbHZ6nbMQzrbWBdNpIGsAGnLvpLwgRslc0wgl0-f66erAWGuIKzMzznIw4wSbi64aqpqSyULbWNHkwXwf4M0It5VEnoWgGT9GJufAkr44s1Zbbxtdo3mipba6ynyrWihFF9caa-Dk7GpN7s6v1FrddkPXjw5Lj_x86lnykNWH9hnTCl8yo9izi3nWvzrEXr--9-7e5b8vf_r-pXdu_HJx95OD8zvPD0vMMw_2drLtYrYYJiknoPyV4cavE2F-nkzOgOPNVVnVxfaqIRha2FzYyBbd_FXC4iB_jRy-k7ryi-T-FiwOTcOkl28TtqPn7w3dz04t5B_8R8SHpfySnn-zHcUhyuyRjvJr5ClekBRNcWReq8oOqFZFhceKo6hQkJAEQRVAFQGFR_m3P46_OSytvrA3HD__9NWR-TzPC8IXPtr57ofd3y-ce2ufcE5JKf_j-7Fz-Z8j89fI3HibL2tilTJjhLEoc4hMAL4syWWh-HnKPE6mZKVqKw5SJcfSFE0C0ILVqiNpIhQcR7BlyjxxL04KOdjDAxcGZ-GINWW0O7eDMsdI3Tiumzoy_9Wuua9ds9Cuua9d85Z2TRy4fS_pmZp5Ggbm6F5PcVMncUFHJ4ejzOIUjVc0uSrwkioogggos7hLGUTG0simjHd7PUNKlAnIlICwhWwRAVUDjgKQhSxJUYAsCnYxE0mizOs7lHnjf3tlKPMbYRBl1wr1ituUXScPJBtR5pqbwBQVU5Qoe2qXsi_evA6U9YdM5eoVym4MSweYLyj7Mqm40Peh6fmF4iIcFy9KFGF0hNPKiiyJ4IhQ5rWC7RFOKAuKWFUpe45MCGVFFSUZc3yx__oeusReK4oY_lR62ON4Hsm8CrAFLCjIahXR8YVdet_HZKLgDmMXp0U76IGFMXqgd-eJ_QPEDORPu9twAJ8qNrNiVQ&adroll_subnetwork=r&cpm=Z7ZaTAALUugJlODQADwtjB7j_HsWRBzpcqkbhg&adroll_network=g&desturl=https%3A//sams-usa.net/children-and-maternal-health/%3Futm_source%3Dadroll%26utm_medium%3Dpaid-display%26utm_campaign%3Dchildren-and-maternal-health%26utm_term%3Devergreen-children-and-maternal-health%26adct%3DgAAAAABntlpMt3wComy283x-hjxRGVd_rcLFp4V2VbpSwO6kWfL_99wCVl9vbXwFsjsBE2bADFpvdMNFNZTvzv8WQoxP6ngMiOUfAbS4aSo4ArFhw6SDE2ZMqDYSsgQlnjZTUEz5juJ7&clickurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DC6Wb8TFq2Z-ilLdDB0_wPjNvw0QHq3Mr5XLbvqsNNwI23ARABIABgyYb_h_Cj7BKCARdjYS1wdWItNTkwNTk0ODEwMzYxNTEyN8gBCeACAKgDAcgDAqoEmgNP0EjtzZmOa9TJmSN327ZR8V11jxd7wbE9X9zVaOqxO01NPmgWK8cx6cjcjTXzsxtxCoLOQyTUM3MFZhgIdv9-bWZ7g3aLJuHLmjjUiXie-L7NCOfch73ebhXpqvVL0NoG3eebJ_zCkEQeipSMJgtATgB87aY0nnYJ5eP-RTeWbJRT91sM-GB0O3_qHpLgAlBjRpLYnM2z2EH8XZ-uQ0ctkrqEv2VLtSR2A-zOxJ1vhLRrUK_iS70AuuZPiAS_74yWbaCd3mJqyFIBPdL_Iu28apnA9HrDUM2cigd8pJy0jA4jQWVvTTTV6YvUXYXXMIf2EsFgHKfu7satsv5xe4B1T1uan8zheyQKHLClAxXMPy6CAr8yI0FDYpOdKb1guOb3fT2GHz_mmJ8GnfgG-XkxqXlz30XTPc-dpRm6LPwTp6BKR8sVKVfm1K8zM1427xrKfqJcFgPmvIp288jXCeR3QaRQQaH_I0-KIbA_NYpjYd81OyoOnk4q-DglQ6J12c-FliefpDYfwL4RS5LsnucxVmJiuaVEB_WdeeAEAYAGlamQy4yy5vD4AaAGIagHpr4bqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB62-sQLYBwDSCCQIgGEQATICigI6C4BAgMCAgICgqIACSL39wTpYiM7x2uPQiwP6CwIIAYAMAeINEwigkPLa49CLAxXQ4JQJHYwtPBrqDRMIrID12uPQiwMV0OCUCR2MLTwa0BUBgBcBshcCGAw%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_39VtGJQU2BFWmCOFi37XTiZpxkRg%26client%3Dca-pub-5905948103615127%26adurl%3D

2/19/25,4:27 PM

Syrian doctor in Chicago returns to revive war-torn nation's health system - Chicago Sun-Times

CITY HALL

Johnson's $830 million bond issue stalls in City Council

Ald. Bill Conway and Ald. Anthony Beale teamed up to delay the vote on the bond issue for one meeting. Conway
has complained about the size of the borrowing as well as its financing structure, which saddles Chicago taxpayers
with $2 billion in added costs.

By Fran Spielman | Feb 19, 2025, 3:06pm CST

POLITICS
Pritzker unveils $55.2 billion budget with no new taxes, compares Trump playbook to the Nazi
movement

The Democratic governor also peppered his seventh budget blueprint — which Republicans derided as the largest in
state history — with key policy proposals for the upcoming fiscal year.

By Tina Sfondeles , Mitchell Armentrout, and 1 more | Feb 19, 2025, 3:06pm CST

THE WATCHDOGS
Pritzker proposes crackdown on crypto ATMs to address scams, money-laundering

The governor is expected to use his State of the State address to pitch legislation to establish a daily limit for
transactions on crypto ATMs, cap fees to “prevent predatory charges,” and require receipts showing the dollar value
of digital assets and any fees collected.

By Tom Schuba and Frank Main | Feb 19, 2025, 2:43pm CST

NBA
LaVar Ball, father of Bulls guard Lonzo Ball, undergoes foot amputation: report
The Ball family has not commented on LaVar’s health issues, TMZ reported.

By Sun-Times staff | Feb 19, 2025, 2:40pm CST

ENVIRONMENT
City drinking water closeness to sewer lines poses concerns, watchdog warns

Chicago’s Inspector General says that sewer lines are too close to water mains, a problem the city has known about
since 2019.

By Brett Chase | Feb 19, 2025, 2:25pm CST

https://chicago.suntimes.com/health/2025/02/17/syria-rebuilding-doctor-returns-damascus-health-care-medical-association
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